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THE TOURDION VOCAL ENSEMBLE 
The Tourdion Vocal Ensemble is a female choir of “voci pari” (equal voices) based in Arezzo and founded in 1981. It is named after an ancient dance, popular in the Burgundy court between the fifteenth and sixteenth century, which reflects the group’s lively spirit perfectly.
Over the years the choir has perfected a repertoire of ancient and contemporary music with a particular focus on Renaissance and Eastern European composers. The pieces it performs range from the sacred to the profane and include a mixture of instrumental accompaniment and a cappella singing. 
The Tourdion Vocal Ensemble has taken part in numerous choral festivals, in Tuscany, Veneto, Lombardy, Lazio, Abruzzo, Umbria, Emilia Romagna and the Marches and has a lively concert calendar. Since 2009 the choir has organised the annual “Jubil Anima” Choir Festival that is held in the Giuncheto in San Polo Sanctuary (Arezzo), and offers different choirs the chance to meet and share experiences.
More recently the company has been involved in cultural projects that focus on performing concerts in important local cultural sites and offering themed experiences combining music, art and landscape.
The Tourdion Vocal Ensemble is directed by Stefania Barberi, who has been a member of the choir since 2010.
PROGRAMME 
To celebrate the unveiling of the new lighting system in the Bacci Chapel of the Basilica of San Francesco, the Tourdion Vocal Ensemble will perform a short musical interlude, featuring two pieces inspired by both the event and Saint Francis himself and specifically chosen to celebrate his Feast Day of the 4th of October.
To mark the moment when the new lighting system for Piero della Francesca’s Legend of the True Cross cycle is turned on, the choir will intone the beautiful Nos sumus in mundo by Hildegard von Bingen, a 12th century Benedictine saint and Doctor of the Church, who was also a composer, mystic and naturalist. The piece will be intoned using a tubular bell at 288Hz, or the real D of the D major chord in order to help listeners become immersed in these ancient sounds. The text of this piece recites the following: ”Noi siamo nel mondo e Tu nel nostro pensiero e ti stringiamo sul nostro cuore come se tu fossi ora qui presente” (We are of the world, but You are in our thoughts and we hug You to our breast as if You were here with us): to underline that human beings belong to this world, but are constantly inspired by God and keep Him forever in their hearts.
The second piece, the Antifona per il transito vespertino di S. Francesco del 3 ottobre (Antiphon for the vespers of St. Francis on the 3rd of October) will offer a musical tribute to the Saint the church is dedicated to, on the Feast of the Patron of Italy, that follows the anniversary of his death. The piece recalls the Saint’s passing from this life to the next: ”O santissima anima, al tuo passaggio da questo mondo, i Cittadini del cielo ti corrono incontro, il coro degli Angeli esulta, la Trinità gloriosa t'invita dicendo: rimani con noi per sempre" (Oh most holy soul, when you left this world, the citizens of heaven ran to meet you, the choir of angels exulted and the Glorious Trinity welcomed you with the words: stay with us always). 
https://insiemevocaletourdion.wordpress.com
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